Public road exemption factsheet

Taxation and Related Legislation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill
2026

Status: The Taxation and Related Legislation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill 2026
has passed the Tasmanian Parliament and is awaiting Royal Assent. This fact sheet
describes the changes as passed and they will take effect on commencement.

This fact sheet explains the changes to the exemption for transfers of land to a council
(section 57A) in the Duties Act 2001. The changes commence on Royal Assent.

1. Background

Section 57A provides that no duty, or reduced duty, is chargeable on a transfer to a
council of land that is a public road, or a public park or garden to which free public
access is normally provided. Previously, the exemption applied only if the land was
being used as a public road at the time of the transfer.

This was impractical in circumstances where a road is planned but not yet constructed
at the time of transfer.

2. What is changing?

Land to be used as a public road. The exemption will apply to land that is to be used
as a public road, not only land already used as a road at the time of the transfer. This
covers planned roads forming part of a subdivision.

Widened definition. ‘Public road’ will include adjacent or adjoining land used for an
ancillary purpose, including associated structures or works. This avoids duty on areas
typically used in conjunction with roads.

24-month clawback. The land must be used as a public road within 24 months of the
transfer, or within a longer period approved by the Commissioner. If it is not, the
Commissioner must reassess the duty on the transfer and remove the exemption.
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3. What does this mean in practice?

Situation Treatment

Land transferred to a council that is already a constructed | Exemption applies.
public road.

Land transferred to a council that is to be used as a Exemption applies.
public road (for example, a planned subdivision road).

Adjacent or adjoining land used for an ancillary road Included in the
purpose. exemption.

Land intended as a road that is not used as a road within | Reassessed as if no
24 months (no approved extension). exemption applied.

About the information in this fact sheet

This fact sheet is not a definitive statement of the law.

It reflects the interpretation of the law applied by the State Revenue Office and has
been prepared to assist the community to understand the changes made by the
Taxation and Related Legislation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill 2026.

For professional guidance about your specific circumstances, please seek advice from
your taxation or legal adviser.

For additional information, please go to www.sro.tas.gov.au.

Contact details

Website WWW.Sro.tas.gov.au
Email dutyhelp@treasury.tas.gov.au
Phone (03) 6166 4400 or 1800 001 388

Weekdays, 9:00am to 5:00pm

Mail Commissioner of State Revenue
GPO Box 1374
HOBART TAS 7001
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